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| OR, THE | 
| Rights, Liberties,and Authorities 


- * Of The EY 
| Chriſtian Church: 


Aﬀerted againſt all ve Do» 
| Arines, and itutions. + 


_—_—— 


To THE | 
Reverend Dr. Wake, 
I Chaplain in Ordinary 


To His Majeſty. 
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offered to 


_ - - The:Pmfager* i. — 
dom of the Convocations, ag 4; rob pre- 
ſent Impieties 1n Rel; 00, an 

Opinions in matter of Law. * 
tural hereupon to: oy Fad the inferretiion 
of the; Infidels and FHereticks againſt the 
5 Propoſals and. Power of 4 Convocation, to 
| preen Bhery Cenſure, as well as ay affer- 

: of the Laws and Tudgmenti herein 
from the "hands of Lawyers. But who 
would have dreamed that any Clergy- Man 
of Dignity and Vutue tn the Churth ſhould 
xs; up bis heel againſt her ? The wounds 
Ws *haw ſharp foever, are 
INT Church, The judge 
Ka N Jacket is ambulatory, according 
te the prevelency of Times and Powers, 

y being only [nteryreters of what "the 
Nag or conftitates for R pb 

And therefore whew the 
Wo. Netien Fara to he 
Cor acknow HEL and tte 


| Fed or Clain alles 


0 c0 


h ot 


A - 


IAN 
Lo 
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The Preface. 
yaa and this uolentarity, «nd without 
\offexed; as age, : 
WP: & takem for ſincere, and for 
OP C41 Salix, of x Logs fo oy the Church of 
5 Mare Book bere> 
is, ;thas by all other Le a: Lim Oppoſi- 
tions whatfoeuer. And tis not \inuyro- 
bable, but that it may animate the Seen 
= Powers, nor only. to lay greater. re» 
ftridF5ons on the Charch; even £0 4 
boliſh aff the remainder of bex "legal 
Rights and Powers,” and put us out of 
all qor Interefs in the great Charter of 
the Lend. For the ed Powers, | bow .. 
Prongly Joever they daſive to ſettle "thews- 
ſebves over all merefts, yet general 
hbove juch a modefly romards what it Di- 
vine or Sacred, as to —_ ” 
1orioufly vielent without 
the Church, or bar” cod yy newvi - 
Hors, So K. H.- Vit of Femans Me- 
mory, north landing lt his Claines at 
Common Lav, 194 bir jneereſt in bis 
Part, thro Power, ind "the: Re- 


wonire, wider which they 
A} had 


The Preface. 
had fallen, and wpon which he was rve- 
ſelved to follow. bis blow, aud ſo to bend 
or break them. And yet this At of « 
Popifh, Unieformed, . and well nigh Onut« 
lawed Convocation extorted for fear of 
raine,. and thro ignorance, aud non:ſuſ- 
piciow of the Acts conſequent wpon i, 
. prejudges more againſt owr Liberties than 
all. Seenlar conſtitutions could poſſibly 
have done without it, And muſt we now 
conſecrate all thoſe procedures; the reſults 
of which we feel. in the total ruine of 
Eccleftaſt ical | Diſcipline, and Chriftian 
Piety, - by our woluntery Pleas and. Ac- 
clamations; and. to gratifie the Civil 
Powers to an Arbitrary utmoſt, violate 
the moſt important Truths of Principles 
and Hiſtories, treat the Synods of the 
Church with ſpite and contumely, aud re- 
commend the greateſt ſlevery of . her to 
the appetite of Civil Powers? Hom much 
more Honorable ' had it been, =_w 4 
Prince,” whoſe peculiar Province has ever 


d. - to have 


and Oblatios to God, } 
ful Providences in his 
Atchieverments, 


For which 0 once ' wade it 
ahſolutely neceſſary that your Book ſhould 
be Giſcalfed, and its dangerous Errors laid 
open, to the end that the Publick may be 
under no temptation from ſuch 4 work, 
(inſcribed to the Metropolitan) to proceed 
to farther Reſolves againſs the Powers 
Hier archical, but may take occafion to 
review thoſe Lews, thre nhich the 
Church is fallen under her _— _ 
Fency ; exc 4nd wiſer Fleads can 
ſhew, which ov « Spiritual Diſcipline 
may be orberwiſe reflored to s freedom 
of doing her Duty toward God, 'in the 
cleanſing the Church, and the renovation 
of Mens Hearts uni» Pitty and Devo» 
tion, * | 

I have therefore defirued an Exami- 
nation thereof in three Parts. The firſt 
concerning the Divine Powers of the 
Charches.. of Chrif. . The ſecond concert, 
ing Matters of Fact in Eccleſiaflical Hi- 
fory. The third concerning - the Exi- 
gences for « preſent Convocation. 
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CHAP. L 


of the Divine Right of Synods. 


© which -no Chriſti- 
< an will deny of the 


. © Ecdleftaſtical + Au-- 


* thority ; That this 
© "can be Rightly 
* Exerciſed among 
* Chriſtians only ; 
© not as encloſed 


© within auy Civil - ing 


& State or Commu- 
*< nity, but as Mem- 
© bersof a Spiritu- 
* al Society,of which 
* Chriſt . Jeſus is the 
[*< Head, who has al- 


* ſo givenout Laws, - 
.< and - appointed a. 


« of them in God, 


he 
"op ing Succeſſion - juſtly 
” of Os under Foundation 


< himſelf , for the -5 


© Government of this 


a 
©<« embraced. Chriſti- -- 
© anity. $0 that the 


LS 


I 


The Letter. 
& Spiritual Authorl- 
© ty is not in its 
- __ fim- 
£ ependent on 
Sq Temporal. That 
<. when ſo tural 
<< means of Govern- 
«ing the Chuach, 
& were thought by 
£ its Founder to be 
< no more neceſlary 
<« to its continvance,it 
<« was left to the beſt 
& ordinary means of 
«< Condu&, and Pre- 
<& ſervation ; viz. aſ- 
* ſembling, debating, 


* and ,by - Majority. 4t 


« ding , concerning 
_ the Rales and Prin- 
< ciples of Govern- 


©« ment. That the 
& 1 aw of this Socie- - for 


* ty is made to their 
© hands, _ Ty be 
. — Un 

* mint 5 
the applying there- 
* of to} particular 
hs Caſes', explaining 


it , 


* Doubts apon 
bd _— 
#* quences m itin/ 


p algae 1. And there- 
fore men are 11t- Then, i 
corpor ated into Societies ſeems, be 


the ſervice 


as well for 


G jan ſociated, till 
of God, and ſalvation 


their Coo1l - Peace and State, to ſpi- 
Secufity, theſe Aſſem- ritual as well 


matter, AS 
thoſe Realms , mm 
which the Crvil Poper 
is of another Perſwa/i- 
en, Natural Reaſon 


, Church is not 


Re a Cel oy any Ones : 


'$. 3; But before we come to winnow. theſe Terms ex- 
Elements of , or Tather Eraſtion plained. 
Diviuity, (for ere is a tmixtvre '} 
| Contraries, in which Eraſianjſm_ much, pre- 

ponderates) it is neceſſary that we fix the 
T inci | Terms of Matters Fuadamental in 
this Enquiry. And firſt for , Autbority . in Authority 
Matters of Goyerament, it is known to. lig- bat. 
nifie either .a juſt or rightful: or at leaſt law-. 
ful Power fo rule the Snhjefts according 
to Equity, and Laws of-Juſtice, or elſe an un- 
controulable Freedom and Impunity anly,.ot of 
ating, which 3s the priviledge of all.s 
Governors, ' as being above all - 
Judicial Cordon with their Subjedts, Now Right. 
all As © fAuthorit in the former and pr 
Senſe, appear in themſelves Good and Pt 
and no Powers of Perſons whatſoever. can 


ls " lire OK $f and Nb ,Autho- 

rity. mers. Q uNCcon- 

troula aMe he oation, tho. Ry "by the By Os 
cious. nam 


EE canndr Xn oo oo Y tiou- 
FX any ON Ret aye rag 


ok ierent, B 
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('6 ) 
vit Impunity giving uo Right to any injariots 
meaſures, nor Exemption from that divine 
3 Secondly, We = to dow og Sooke: 

| ſiaſtical Council or Symod ; wherein I will tak 
gs the Dodtors D Definition namely, ts teeral 
y * 4 my of Eccleſzaſtical Per mean | 

().P- 6% Miniſters ) upon an Feclefiaſtical Affair. (a) 

The ſorts of And it is either ſubordinate, conkiſting -of 

Syngds. one or more Biſhops, and inferiour Minſter, 

+ + or Co-ordinate, conſiſting only of one <qua 
Order, either of Biſhops alone, or Inferiour 
 - Miniſters alone. | For in, want of a Biſhop 

»* Cyp. Ep. 3 * the Inferiour Clergy are the Council for the 

& Ep. 18. yacant Church, according to the limirs and 
powers of their Order. A Convention of 

+ Cyp.26 Clergy f under their proper. Biſhop, for 

SeR. 4, & Ep. Eccleſiaſtical Conſultations or AS, wenow 

31. Sc. 5+ fſhonld call a Dizceſas Synod. A Convention 

of a College of Biſhops for a Province we 

may call a Provincial Synod, which generally 
ever was attended with the Service of Infe- 
riour Orders. Councils called General are 

of the: fame Narure in” themſelves,” tho of a 

larger extent, and nor of a Canomcal origi- 

nauysz but of 


Eccleſiaſtical ow their own Ki 

whoſoever calls them to the of.. 

Thirdly, wo are-to conſider the - Attribute $ Euſeb. reck- 

of Coriftian, as eicher to Prinots.or pri=ons two lay 

vate Perſons. Now * properly -a Chriſtianmſuam 

is ops rag: and continuing in the wiv «ovn 501- 
7 


- yori upey 1h 
ly Hereticks claim, an4 uſe che Charatter, 5 dv bid 8 


not Paptized, nor ſo —.\-P A 

_— atechumens, or Competents, Ambr. de 

| z little before their Death. Which Preli« Myftcr. initi- 
minary Explications will be fond of- great and; © 4- 44 
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common Proceſs of their Coaduft. Foft he 


places this Care ery Chrch no 

of the — 4 wage pn Church, 

Governdrraor Powers therein co 

he does not  fuppoſe it a reguilar Sei ol 
with the be poi 

p to ſay, that he defines a Syood 


eng Etcleſaaſti cal Perſons 
air.,” for all Members Ms Church 
may with. Grammatical Propriety be-called 
accounted Eccle/iaftice; Perſons in diſtin- 
end woot from Avent, or abſolutely 3 tho Cultam 
has given this Title as a diſtintive of 
SER the Leh. $o ehat, thol, in 
Junung the Doftors Definition of a Synod, do 
by Eccleſiaſtical Perſons mean ithe Clergy, 
"tis not _—_ that he if i = 
except only 'of &ynods called 
Princes z but rather theſe 'Adaber 
Charch under mg war mulſt:be:the 
Etoleſaaſtical Per convened ti under 
them, without any Dittnaion of Orders, or 
Authyrities 'among them. - And, if we will 
but add one Paftor among hon, here -we 
| have the true form of an Hidependent Church, 

or \Conpregation, 'which is its own .copltant 
we ar all Meetings ; only 'the : 

claims a Divine-Right,and 

alone ,nere humane Inawthoritative 


DES 


NY 
bod by. yſio ' 


er any needlefs 6 at ally; 
tainty Subjedts havirig no 'Autþetity / to . 


vene, yet convening againſt 'the Law! 

vil Powers,” do. incur their! gyeat- 's 
which'natural Reaſon cannot wompt Mon to. . 
For if Criſtiais ſhiowld be called 'by ſuch Z1fi- 
del ' Powers to | acevunt-+ for ' fach::gnohabired 


"Conventions, ' by what "At#hongyi» they do 
ſach things, if they ſhould ſet Forth 3,good 
Diome | Authority ,,-\ this. wanld:-be + »godd,% 
Þr hey not/perhaps' a 'ſucceſsut Plea,; but* * - 


mite 


(.1 ) 
thority #0 convene foreheir publick Condudt 
and that is a good Plea 'the Laws of 
Infidel Powers: © But on the contrary, if they 
ns yrs ie ofa they have no &i bt, 
and if no' no Reaſon, and-if no Regfin? 
'dene without Offence againſt 
wers that forbid'it, and have juſt 
ebb forbid all Aſſemblies, you 


Tight 
or Reaſon, © 
SIILIICEEY 


ware of, when he tells us, won that the neceſſi-" 
p” * fieg.of tht'Church when it began to be enlar d, 
ther into the Chug oli as the nece 

Chuncys of State. Yeryren well; and 
A Arnry but are nor Councils of State 
cadved with Autbority fonnded: barn - 
lar > The Doctor dares not 

to the Srape, becauſe the"Zeviathon s nbe 
ſafely tobe adgred ; but why then ſhould 
not the Councils of the Chureh be auchorirative 
for its Conduft and Love” a> the 
ſame bottom of | - 


der the Heathen Fi it. appt 

that on this diceſſtp Sjuode | the 
" Church in full Vigour and Spricual Auburi 
before | there! were xy Criing States. far 


(12 1 
pire in Matters of Ecclefiaſtical 'Condy®. 
If the ſecond” Favour-/ be 'an 1 
then the incorporating Powers have a Right 
to govern the Religion of all ' other Socic- 
"ties which'they tolerate, all: Schiſms; and 
© Hereſfies'w , exempt by *Law from 
. Violences and Oppreſlions; ſo that an. Or- 
- thodox Chriſtian Emperor tolerating, Nova- 
. tians, Meletians, Arians,;. Macedoniansg, Ne- 
: ſtorians, Eutychians, and' nd/"alþ bther: Glans [of 
Herelies, had-full Right, ! and' good: Alithorrty 
-- Io govern- all their ſeveral TeſpeQtive *Coup- 
© - Jels,* and Diſcipline, . and to-ratihe all cheir 
- Ads, . Canons, '' and Sentences. .*0 
as Gentes! >W hat- a mighty Supremacy 
wonld- this be'indeed, wherein every Prince 
ſo indblgent 'wovld be another Solomon, and 
refide not Be over God's: Church at Geru- 
yer -thoſe of Chontefh, Milchom, 
gre ng $>5remacy & muſt, needs con- 
- feſs more than' ray And yet 1-doubg- it 
would' not. be eafily admitted” pither- in 
_ Hilland, or ride © emulons England; whete, 
' the pnblick ulgence is to fave their So « 
. as Well as their emporals, yet will not the ' 
_ SeQtaries part, with their ' Fo to theſs 1 
- dolgent Sayiours, . nor endat; Thoogh!s 
= er tele 


- of their  Prelidency and Co 


"Religions Pann, bt bit demand 
2s entire as the - Cha 


Th or Tabor in the 
Pee an Accimulation CETEx 


Hegourh, | pron. a. - 
Pen EEE a} 
- Nacknat a * oa a Ne 


tional 


(C93. 
tional Religion.3+e. -confined-to the Laws of, 
2 Civil Scace. _ commend me to Scop 
ne ae 
and Franchiſes « | 
Naracthas a Kin al ſo much, po hg 
Doorkeeper to: i Holy wt Oy. N= 
wichfianding all theſe their, 
and:if the Dr; ſhowld preach | 
imes-þur on - che, other Lide Prep Fo Tweed, 
- world: quickly p kcing im the oo fog 
epentance, for teaching their 
ar their _ that Right. 
<e 


fe.om over -Haly Kirk, Mi ra a. 
ens wa ig-all Pri that 

þ rr pranings any/at all ; as appears by, the 

perpetaal Retiionſtrances upon... all; Occa- 

trons in their Synods.1,: T% 


\-$++6: But. rivnox impoſſible that a Soves Wheye tho 
{way -epntraft a Relig gion Conary WY Goren to 
«deſtrucive £0 :rhat 4 is I 
andi»eliablithed.; rampng b Fapiks 3 
whiah it is/n9% in-his $i Irce or 
_— Authority pceſently 9 A 
——_ lug of ts SAS HE 

10 vmig others, Kin ames & 
cond 


-Catolick. OW 1n 
= 4 
Engle of - Jewiſh, ; Popiſh, Sociniags; 


would 4c be; to fee a 
orig gletanian- rjciphy, 
: A ies .of 


aha 


ns 


which the 
where che Civil 


J \ ay 
tor 


nill-aothere t 
f Natural Reefen come.ing, W 


te Atl 
vw ol | 


of 
bo 
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and 'Repſew/ ro: .hold-Syrods and Confules; 
"wh bone re Office appoint” fuch Conyen- 
tions in'che-Church ? Are they all Equals; 
and ſo-muſt run bigly-pigly' on Occaſions, 
as People do to quench 'an Houſe on' fire 
"Or are'there any Superioats,: of Hicrarchi- 
cal Rulers in ic, in whomithe ' Condu 'is 
chiefly lodged for all Eck fiaftical ' Con« 
cernments ? If-rhis latter be the Conſtitution 
of a Charch fimply in irfel6 rchen wilt 1 
2>k, whetlier the Superiouts ate to Aﬀern. 
bl- themſelves alone, or others with then, 
by virrue 6f _ Superiority, or arc the In- 
feriours to'give Rule to their Superiouys? 
] am'\notwt ng ro belicye, that for-the 
ſake* of 'a' feeble Hypotbefis* the Dr. will o- 
verturn the Orders of things, eſpecially in 
Mas hy that (ubſiſts, as all other By- 
thes Polanck io, by Order x _r Ee 
_— that” the "right -of yon Fg is 
d'in'fech- a State in the Supream Order 
Barn by that Auebority,! | whence 
detived that ——- ; "have they Power 
Convene: ver, that Church, whith 
by theCoi eurion of} ad ont 
chevUlbes <#led the Kink ant 
N tn Incorporation/with Civil ey 
' if. Godt, oor $ tloation of Souls. 
ink" will- -redice the Dr. co-2 
of 'granting- the«Church tobe a 
under Orders, .who haye a Dis 


£ 
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| of "Y Rights, Liberties,, and Aut 
thorities . of Several, .as well Sex - 
cular, "as: Sacred Societies; uniltr 

_the Supremacy of Cizil Powers... 


S. 1: EE oingths Diſcuſſed the Virtue 
of | the Dr's own. poſitive Senſe 
of the Churches State-and'Powers, we will 
it the next place proceed rg examine what 
he has ſcemed willing to! deny as to the 
FHpotbeſes of Divine Right afferted in the 
And in crder creutito, "we will 
oy at t che pains ro 'deſcend- into the bottoms 
of Becleſiaſticat* and Civil Powers, to try 
whether theſe were intended by their Pro 
videncial Author,” entirely to ſwallow vu 
_— (as the _ Gat _ 
culars, not excepted 1n $ word by 
| foecial reſeryc:. 
$. 2, All 6 Al cn then is either Subords- 
nate berween 
a Any + Hs or 
ries, Tree in 
And each of theſe'is cither Pare pix 
'from "the meer obligations ' of by hos or 
Poſitive by Yoluntary NE beg 
tion; Now of all theſe, 


| Fundamcardt: Hire,” is "he Mr: 
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Pei as 6 nm or I 


- — w.Eoe4 


IF ts - ET 
—— municatiogs cnce w of 

"7 [ SI ! : Cho the La 
- privilegium ſo- Paradife derermined by Mats ccRtion” our 
cietatis anintit. of Paradiſe) ſtill c— were hy 

to. Poltcuiries, 

s Workip of jo Fry 

aties..of. Natural Piety, 40 


Under Prophe. courſc of 
tichkParriarchs. d | 


Conflitwies 


that vaſt eraQ of tie, 


"2nd from 
—— (as far 
probable, withour the fkipp! 


(25); | 
0ccommica\ | & EET TORE bf Hdhds $6- 
pp —_ the former, is:the Occo- 
ither Neturel between Pa- 

__ - ery or "poſitive, [as be- 
oy nt) xe OM ene pg and Pupits, "Maſters, and 


Cio8 Stet, " nT The laſt General Sort: of Subordinate 
Sopteties,- furtlaniencally deſigned by God's 
Provid-nee for'the conſervation of Man- 


warirdd 


kind, is the Evil, carruſted with the Power 
ofche S$word,zin defence againſt all Violen- 
ces and Domettick or Foreign, 
for the vation of thofe Rights and Li- 


berties, ' *which arc neceſſary ro the y= 
order and-well being of Mankind in 
forms of Society, which God himſclt harh 
| _ founded ,by Nature,.. Conſtitutior, or Provi- 
- efence, for regular and: wadiſturbed* Liſe, 
2nd Foy-thus St. Baut ſaith, ay ned ag A bo 
:6:fer... the ; uanco, / - aud "ar" fuch® Arr: » 
-» the Swo Sword: > good , 1bo the. wa. 
opt Evil 'Doers; \aad-to the proſe. of that "qa 
: de wel, Roe: 13: r, Ge. Tho thevekies chey 
.-.._ :12 Way not! always in faſt execate the de 
> 2:0 of < their Founder," upon g;jaſt Aut 
"+fity lodged: in_ them! by the defign of Pros 
"| didence,. yer:thcy are the intentiona/ Ordinance 
ir OI hereunco, em rarer only, 
2painſt whiclGod's bare Negative, i. © 
retriffivs; permiſſions, in the contle of "his 
| Providence, 'of [thoſe diforders;! — _— 
many rimes:their.. Eminency, -.and 
"conſequent a, $ nn Fe burr 


ys no walid 
abun ies, 


they” woe reducible Se 


( 21 
thy.,are Sbnoniou to. God's: Judgeragaty 
hereafter.- d Vim ary 
($76-: The-4coond ;Sqrt. of. Suey. js, | 
Co-ordinate. and. that either:hy;th 
oye. I unto. all of Cora? | | TII902 24, 
ce and Charity, Qr, Contratf,as in . Ye 
ſhips, Factories, Artificial Fraternities, 908 _ VT 


een. phe: Mew 3G: aim) 

tions, Cities, Villages, Of. A02 PROS 1, orgn 
ra). Nat: are de Set i ho rang wt 7 
Powers, ah bag al alſo in,ghe; Far 48,89 hes 
Reaſons ofthe Civil Superſtrudure.1 For Far, ooh”. 
malics.; mukiplying,.Co-ordivetely, Sociated, nic 
theinſelves.firſt into Vicinizies, .3nd khageo: Families wud. 
from ſmaller. to greater; - for the; ; rg ing into 
mutual ſucconrs,-: ay an a I Wages, and 
courſe; . and'From., ANCrRay, *bence into Ci- 


continually; they. pa ny Citiesg!'s Cope - 
ſo. ] rated. into A Fee cog 

andfaling either into-the affea RA, LEDs 70 eex,to pre- 

der the Galemigpof, Wart from; withgu x, ſerve their 
"commog and;yſual Difc = = 

| &.withia, --they;were led 

to admit - the pL Poigay avcrn 
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ment of a Divine Foundation thereof, which 
as'nio'Hypoctifie coutd advance, ſono Arti- 
fices nor 'Oppolitions can ſuppreſs; but "it 
will contiuue, © whether Civil Powers will 'or' 
no; fince 'theſe'are not able to extirpate a 
Zeal of Snperſtition, much leſs then thoſe 
Fundamental Principles of Religion, upon 
which not only a frame” of true Religion, 
but even- Superſtition: it ſelf 'muſt be built, 
atid which Priticiples will in all Men have 
ſome: ProduQions towards ' either a'true' or 
falſe Worſhip of;- and Society witha Deity, 


-- $./8. Now. tho” all theſe are Truths {6 
* very clear, and Fundamental to the welfare 
of : Mankind, -I - defire the Dr. to ſay" our, 
whether” he finds -rhem all expreſs in'Scrip- 
ture, or no. -For-if he does, then:he maſt 
.grant an Ecclefgaſtiral Society antecedent to, 
and the Rights thereof maintainable by Civ 
Powers, which he-does not allow in his Fypo- 
theſis, © or - if he ' will allow it 'the Divine 
Right: of. an” Eccleflaſtical and Canonical Sori- 
ety, this will import an Authority of Conſult- 
i -ng; .and Aſſerabling/ to? :Confult' indepen- 
dently on the Safjerinduced Cemil Powers, as 
Fall 'be made-6at in: hue piace;, 'buc*if he 
_-_ fior yn rm = ex TG © 
ptare, a relerve rrom't Ogrupati- 
-0ns-of CividPpwer, will he abUicate-there- 
fore all;thcſe.Rights to-it, to[diſſbive*pll* the 
Laws, and Liberties, and Authormics of the 
- Motimonidtl, Orcmomical, and! Co-dinate So- 
cieeirs? Or ithe'benot ſo-unmetcifultoward 
theſe Carnal Sepicties, canhe-with Conſcience, 
Cod 


or 


- 


-. Now to the Evifton hereof at an, | 

it will - neceſſary. to enquire into. all the - Sy 4 
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-. for "which by the-Layw of Nature 
in J6.c. 12... _ be is obliged to- qualifie- himſelf 
> doceat,} ad: , with as .moch Wi -und Picty 
'a5-hecan; not only for tis own 
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| [8:7 
chiefeſt End andReafon of their produftion, 
it follows, that the Orconomical Powers have 
no to_ diſſolve the Religious Society 
of the Families with God, as being: ordained | 
ly for the maintenance and fruitiqn of it. 
Atd then 'C:v/il Powers ſupervening upon a 
con jon of mmamerons Families, having 
no Kgbt' or proper Lawful. Authority, as Gods 
Ordinance, 'to deſtroy the Oeconomical Stru- 
Qure and Socifty - on» which they are founded 
and ſubfiſt, they cannot extinguiſh the Power 
nor inhibit the exerciſe of an Occomomecal Com- 
aunion in the ſervice of God, and the Offices 
neceſſary rhereunto. Es. 
cer of Vale. $- to.;From the Subordinate Sorjeties of Fa- 
ge, &c.. 1,08 WERE 20 P= 
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iedy inflined Men unto 
(this to ſome common 4- 


” 


 *-qnre' does 


(20nd © 


oitto procure tht | rom 
ther: which SIR, god 


be hail in every home. | Now. ſince 
of trae Religion: ety 1d t Mat 
ter for Education, *tis'a' of Nature | 
all Vicinities to: have ſwch Schools for Pi 
Inſtitution, "not to be -juſtly an 
Powers upon Earth; +> not ſay that. 
Law of Nature res every Yillage to have 

a publick School of Piety, tho Natyre it ſelf 
comments it.; but that which Nature com- 
mends, acquires thereby. ſuch a Right, if Men 
pleaſe” to uſe it, which” cannot jultly be de- 
nicd-riem.” But 


then every; School is a ſubor - Schvols ſubor- 


dinate Society ;, and-if it be a, Saboal of Divinity, dinate Socie- 


tis a Soviety with God, to be Celebrated with. 
Prayers and Devotions, Dodarines, 
cepts, and vhe Rules of'Diſciplige, and Re- | 
| Rtoral Condu&. Bur, beſides lar 

Schoals, chus of Right erigible. imzall Vicini- 


and Pre-" © 


a ſo and equall yſociared, the. con» 
er x i Ford erna the "nlp tle .co that 


——_ Juſtice and Benev which they 
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re hi ſolemn acknowledge- * 
hr. Fob Bod as a fundamental Principle 
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But to Gnclude all with ſome general Con- 
ſiderafions on Chriſtianity, I do not at all 
- doubt, bat thar the Dr. will aſſert to-us 
Chriſtians, a Right and Libert Y, both Natural Right of fre. 
and Divine, to:Aﬀemble often in Publick quent Chri- 
Worſhip, and Holy Services of the Chorch, !tizn Wor- 
not only on the Lords Day-and ar our Feſti- ÞiP 92 2ly 
vals, Faſts and Vigils z but every day, two, ,,;1... #re. : 
three, or more times a Day, if we can have quent @ays, 
teifare, tho' our Princes ſhould forbid us/and hours, 
theſe Times and .Frequences. I may well w'" other 
add; that we may do theſe Devotions wm 
Conſecrated Places, and ſeveral Cztholick 
Appendages of Devotion ; tho' for theſe 
there be rio expreſs Command in Scripture, 
and-for moſt of them no Inftances. The 
Antient Church owned ſeveral Ulſages in 
the Church for Canons Apoiolical , 2nd- not han. 
a few of that Colle&ion, which we have poſtolical. 
under that Character, deſcended from the 
Apoftolical Age and Practice, as the Tra- 
ditions of the moſt Antient Fathers eviace, 
and the Subſtrate Reaſons of them, will till 
be of very great Uſe, and Eternal Conve- 
nience. And muſt we be bound, to quit all 
theſe (even not Myſfick) Inſtitutions at the 
Arbitrary -pleaſure of Civil Powers, while 
yet Conftantine* {beyond whom I thought no | 
Clergy-man would preſcribe or claim. Prero- * fare. | 
tive, for all. Chriſtian Princes) thought, # 5 ©: 
imſelf obliged to Revere, and Submit LO, Exſeb. S_ 
ſuch DUC, Canons , whictr were by c27.1. 4. | 
the Catholick Church, received as of Apo- 6 6.00. 3 


Rolical Ageor Original ? 
So W CHAP: 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Divine Right of Chriftiav 
$ynods. 


JW if we have a Divine Right of 
{| Convening for Worſhip in popular 
Afemblies, with an unalienable Authority of 
uſing many anſcriptural Uſages, and conve- 
nient Appendages in this Service, why ſhould 
not our Spiritual Governours have Authori- 
co Aſſemble in Conſultation for the good 
ut of the Common Afemblies, or 
what Prerogative is violated by this Liber- 
ty 2 But becauſe a fofirive Conftitaurion of 
God is what Time-ſervers, and Anti-Hierar- 
chiſts do ſo particularly demand from us (tho” 
very unwilling that you ſhould fo ſqueeze 

and torment their pretences to a Div 
Title) I will however, to ify even the 
Church, and * 


" Chriftian Patriarchs, and | achers of Righte- 

ouſnef, whoſe Doftoral Office and Order, bas 

deſcended by Eccleſiaſtical Ordinations to the 

whole Church, ſo our Sacramentd Ordinan- 

ces are Prieftly and Hallowing A4feries , 
committed alſo by Divine Ordinance , to 

proper Prieſts ; and laſtly z the RT - 
| n_ 
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Powers of the Hierarchy, of the Keys, of Hirarchial 
bigding and loofing, of remitting and re- *****: 
raining of fins in Earth, to be ratified above 
by Chriſt in Heaven, was depoſited in the 
Apoſtles, che firit Fundamental Biſhops up- 
der Ohriſt, and derived down to all their 
Succeflours , with whom he promiſed his 
preſence, even. to the end of the World, 
that ſo the Gates of Hell might noe prevail 
over the Church committed to their Charge; ._. _ - 
to which end, among others, they are by a ,,1,, 2,0;. 
" Ayſtical [mpofition of Hands, blefied and'ca! impotiti- 
conſecrated unto ſuch Meaſures of the Holy on of Hay 
Spirit, as are {uicable to ſo high and holy a 
Fundion, and ſuch 42y#ich, Offices. Now, if 
this in Fa be fo, chen our Rule holds good, 
that none can attempt theſe Powers, but by 
Divine Commiſſion, either Original, or Suc- 
- ceflivez the Divine Maxim of the Author 
to the Hebrews ( c.'5. 4.) holding true of 
theſe Prieſthoods, as well as thoſe in the _ - 
Houſe of -Aaron; That no Man taketh this mood 
' bonour unto himſelf, but he that is calledof God, rw 

«i wai Aaron. Now to ſecure this Truth and Divinecond: 
Matter of FaQ, we have St.' Pauls Teſtimo- miſſion. * 
nies to the full,in ſeveral places; namely,7Thar 
Chrift hath placed in theChurch Paſtors, Teachers, ©OVers His 
Governments,in which they that Rule ave toRule ey 
well, and with diligence, and tobe therefore ac- by Chriſt, 
connted worthy of, or aſſigned double Honoxr,and 
tobe obeyed and ſubmitted to, as they that watch 
for our Soul, for which they muſt give Ac- 
Cqunt, as Stewards of Gods Myſteries, 1 Cor.12. 

» Rom. 12.8, 1 Tim. 5.17. Heb. 13. 17. 
t Cor, 4. 1. _ whence "tis as clear as 

2 
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Noon day, that the Chriſtian Laity are by 

Divine Ordinance under Governors Hier archi- 

cal; And being fo, are in a Subordinate tate 

Y of Eccleſiaſtical Society with God under their 
Spiritual Rulers, and being antecedently ſo 
before, are therefore independently ſo con- 
ſociated as to Civil Societies, according to 
the Doctrine of the Letter. 

C3. But this is nor all that deſerves ob- 
ſervation in this matter; Bur, beſide the 
different Orders of Governours, the Uniey 
of the Catholick Church is to be much con- 

A ſidered-under thele ſeveral Governours, ei- 
ther as one Divine School of Chriſtian Piety 
ja - we under many Dot#orsz or of one Army in ma- 
ck Unityof *" . . 
the Cliurch Ny Partitions under their reſpe&tive Head 
as -e.:chool Officers Or Lieutenants General under Chriſt 
Ay, or the great Captain of our Salvarion 3 or as 
eouty under one' Polity under many Oprimares. For firlt . 
cipa! Gover- Our Saviour came as a *Dottor ſent. from God, 
—_—_ and gathered under him Diſciples, of theſe 
The Twelve he ordained twelve chief DoRors, - and (e- 
and the Se» yenty Inferiors to colle& more unto, and in- 
rs firu&t them in this Schoot, when colleRed. *' 
Now a colle&ion of Diſciples into one - So- 
ciety 1s but one School, how large ſfoever it 
grows,and how many Teachers ſoever theEn- 
largements do require. So many. Tutors there 
are in one Coledge, and many Coledges in one 
Univerſity. Since then alſo the whole Catho- 
lick Church of Chriſt.is but one general School 
of his Foundation, tho' che Doctors that teach 
'* have their ſeveral Rooms and Manſions for 
heir particular Shares, theſg Partitions for 


\ 
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Convenience do not divide the general So- NoIndepen- 
ciety into Independent Separations. The (ame _ _ 
fortof Uaity is to be maintained in the No» cucch. 
tion of an Army, or Church Militant, by Sa- 
cramental Vow under Chriſt's Banner, un- 
der the condud of irs general Officers. And , 
laſtly, if we conſider it as the one City, or 
Kingdom of God, committed by its- Prince (du- 
ring his abſcence) to ſeveral Yiceroys aſligned 
their reſpective Diſtris and Juriſdictions, 


theſe are the Biſhops ſucceeding in this Au- 


thoricy co the Apoſtles. So chat this One 

School, One Army, One City, tho' diſtributive- 

ly to be governed by the ſeveral Rulers as to 

particular and local Offices,yer as to thelnte- ; 
reſis of the common Unity and Preſervation Conciliar 

it muſt be governed Arifocraticaly by com- Aemblics 
mon Council and Unanimous Authority. ,, xriterae 
And as no Monarch can well Govern with- cy. 

out a (ſet of Counſellors to Adviſe, ſuch as 

the Clergy, or Chapter of a Diocefs ought 

to be co a Biſhop in his Diſtri& 3 So the Op- 

timates of an Ariftocracy cannot not only not 


. Wiſely, but not Authoritatively at without 


Conciliar Forms and Methods, and they are 

therefore themſelves one ſtanding fundamen- 

tal Council for the whole Subje&t Body. 

And hence is the Right of Provincial Synods, The Catho- 
to be held all over te Catholick Church, lickRight 
fundamentally neceſſary to the Catholick me l _ 
Uniformity of Conduct, and Unity depend- p;,uinciat 
ing thereupon + to the end, that what each $ynods. 
Council reſolves, may be rranſmirted ro the 

reſt, and ſo mutually treated of, if need be, 


3 by 


No need of 


Scriptural 


Record for 


requiring 


ſuch forms 
of Goyern- 


ment, 


Synods moſt- 


ly upoll 
emergen- 
Clef. 

s n 


—y 


Not to be 
held con- 
ſtantly in 
tines of 
danger. 
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by the intervention of Legates, or ratified; 
if there be no donbt or need of . diſcafſion z 
which was the original form of Citholick 
Government and Communion in the Chri- 
ftian Church, before the Empire fer up 
Chriſts Bannerz and was received as of 
Apoſtolical Canon. So that, if the Y+/b!e 
Unity of the Catholick Church, as one com» 
mon Sociery and Community, be of Divine 
Strucqure, the very Truth and Faith hereof 
1mmediately imports an -Arifocracy , and 
that a Right of Conciliar Aﬀſemblies and Le» 
gations. So that there needed no Scripmural 
Record requiring this, while che Frame and 
Order hereof was before laid in the firſt 
Structure of the Church, and Univerſally 
known as Eftablithed in ir before any Scrip- 
tares of the New Teſtament were conceiy- 
ed or lodged in the Archives of the Charch, 
as is confeſſed by the inſtances of this Conci- 
liar form of Government extant in thefe 
Scriptures, to be by and by: alledged, For 
it is further to-be confidered; rhat che Con- 
vention of vtheſe Sy»ods is not univerſally of 
conſtant and indifpentably neceffity frequen- 
cy, to be fixed to Rated times, bur upon 
emergencies moſtly, which yer are frequent 
enough, and in the days of Perfecurion, "tis 
as inconvenient many times to the Spiritual, 
as dangerous ro the Temporal Incerefts of 
Chriſtians ; *twas therefore fitter to leave tlie 
exerciſe of that Aurhority ftee to the publick 
Ecclefiaſtick Prudence, as to the ep 
exciſe and menage thereof, than ge” 
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un Times, and Limits, 06. bs 
um , without | >—onnyal..- 4 


@-104 coder nay y. Nor need puunw/irun 
thought ſtra r-ony the Aſſemblies fugari con- 
= and Work hip p, tho' 2 By pavt-nad ſpexertt metu 
ny vine z a5 to Gaily uſe pradice, 7 /rearinis, 
folur Obligations unto > cidine- ———_ 
ck frequency, yet are under 00 guadcallec- 

: od pat _ nor indiſpenſable precept #-7 fraterat- 
of Stationary days, beiog left to the imita- ew 
tion of the Original and Primitive Practices, ,, 2. 
as much as Times, and Occurrences will Epjcqpos at 
permic, or dire, for the bet Spiritual Ser- di«,Gc. 
vice of the Church. And therefore much - 
more may the convention of Synods be left 

at Liberty, for whoſe ſtated Returns there 

| _ ao conltant nor tixed Reaſons, nor Ex- 


amples 'in the Scriptures; gor the Writers w—_ 
of the nexc Succeſſion to the Apoſtles, even e* 
as to times of Peace, mach lels as to times : 
of AO 


4 But t, to recommend the 
nadie —_—_ let it be confidered,, 
that 4 great deal of the Hierwrchical Rules Cutoticr 
CLID Oraer a a ew wr of Apoftolical Pre- Right for 

icky received for ſuch plcing Bi- ? 

age ar the firſt Ages, for which 9ops 1 Ge 
however we have no Catholick Laws, or 
Canons - in Scripture. The General and 
Primitive Practice of placing Biſhops in cy. Bp. 52. 
every City was of Apofto/icat DireQion and $ 16. Cam 
PraQice, but without a Preceptive Obligation ay 65 


pranls's & per urbes ſingulas ordinati ſint Epiſcopi, &yc. vide ' 
P, 
D 4 upon 
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upon the whole Charch for ever; ſome 
Whole Countries having but- one Bi 
ſome one Biſhop to two Cities, and elle- 
where a Village Biſhop. Yet no doubt 
Catholick Church has a divine Right of, pla- 
cing Biſhops in every City, for dpon that 
Rizhe St. Paul order'd Tirws to d0 ſoin Crete, 
that order not being the firſt Chaerer of the 
Catholick Right herein, (for it was buta 
Perſonal, and Local Order for Tirw, and 
Crete) but grounded upon a- general Right in 
the Apoſtles, and by them left to their Suf- 
fragans and Succeffors, to place the Clerical 
Orders, where they faw moſt convenient, 

The Conre- which according to all Reaſon was chiefly 


the Empire and principally co bedone in Cities, oblſer- 


obſerved for Ving thoſe convenieacies for the publick Go- 
the Govern» yernment of the Church, which, being found 


 -udug the by experience uſeful -in the Exarchates and 


Provinces of the Empire, appeared in gene- 
ral to the Apoſtles : and their Succeſlors, as 
uſeful ro:the Carholick Hierarchy. Where: 
+ fore where'a Right is Divinely conſtituted, 
the uſe whereof ought co be left to Freedom 
and Prudence, 'tis not only needle(s, bur in- 
congruous and hurtful to rye up the exerciſes 
of ſach Right to preciſe Limits, which. is I 
think a good account why Synods in Scrip- 


cure are not under precept. 
nn . 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. YV. 


. Of Scripture $ymods or Councils, 


Sr. T* HE grounds of Synodical Autho- 

4 rity being duly laid in a Divine 
Charter, it is neceſſary now to ecd to 
the Inſtances hereof in Holy Scripture ; 
matters of Fa, allowed good upon Re- 
cord, being very good Illuſtrations in Law 
of that Right on which they were practfled 
and received. This is what alſo I am more 

icularly obliged to, fince the Door is 
oath to own any Inſtances of this kind ; 
got willingly that of 4#s xv. for ſach a Sy- 
od as he was {peaking of. In which I con- 
feſs he is not alone, but accompanied with a 
great croud of Anti- Hierarchical Criticks, and 


other poorer Scriblers, which cannot meric ' 


that Character. But if the praRice of the 
Catholick Church , as welt- as the farmal 
reaſon of the thing it ſelf, evinces, that an 
Eccleſiaſtical Council or Synod is an Aſſembly of 
Miniſters in Conſult for the Spiritual Condutt 


of the Church, or according to the Doctors Synod; p.co. * 


more unaccurate Yefinition , * 4 weeting of 
* Eccleſiaſtical Perſons upon an. Eccleſiaſtical 
* ef air, | belieye the Doorsſecond thi ghrs 
AR ER WI 


ho, 
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will ſet him at Rights, that there mmifeſtly - 
appear ſeveral Sethons properly Conciliar, 
with their Aﬀs Synodical, ia the New Teſla» 
meat. 


$ 2. That our Saviour inſticated two Col - 

; ledges of DoRors, one of the Twelve, an d 
oor w_ the ſecond of the Sevenry, cannor I think be 
2 ® dotibred; under whom the Lay Diſciples 
conſtituted were the firſt Rudimears of the 
Crholick Chetchy, repreſented by the Pria- 

ces of the Twelve Ttibes, and the Seventy 

Elders of 1/-«!, which her were no dou br 

2 Sooiety Ecclefortical if} theit firſt enrecord- 

ed Originals, fiace they appett to be ſo in 

the two Convocation of them by Moſes, Exod. 

Ignat. ad 24. Nam;. It. and in other places of an 
Philadelph. obſcarer intiti1tion of (uct a Coledge: Nor 
es <7 can it be doubted before 44/er his days, 
hoes. bucthat each Tribe had irs Head, all which 
ork Ex. Were concerned inche comaton Gondu& of 
waoizs, the Twelve Tribes of 1/reel; to which our 
Saviours Promiſe ro the Coledge of the Twelve 

has relatiot, when he fays, they ſbowid ſie wp- 
_—_— on Twchve Throves, Fudging the Twelve Tribes - 
Calledge, 9 I/ractas one common Sociery. Now the 
' Twelve Apolties are herein tov to be taken 

+ for a Cotedge, becauſe i appetrs, that St. 

Mat. to. & Perer by St. Mathetw is, called the firſt in 
order, ad apprars, inal! Conferences of the 

' $i, Pzt2y Twelve whacfogver, to be the Prolecutor. 
Prolocutor. Ho neither (he Twelve, nor the Seventy, 
tho* ſet our fart two by rwe throughouc 

Tewry, were yer ſovttal only; and Iacohe- 


rent . 


3 
herent Miniſters, 'but were Sociated into 


tivQ Coledges or gy neries and to appear as 
"GE in all their Conventions. R 


$ 3- Chriſt then a little before his Akes 
fioo, being Aflembled with Eleven Apo- 
files, commands them not jo depart from 
Feruſalem till the | ray of the Holy Ghoſt 4 hero 
2t Pencecof, This they obſerved according- 7 <%ing 


an Apoſtle 


ly; and gathered to themſelves aboar an 120 ;, ae] ——_ 


Diſciples, a mumber held ſufficient for a of 7uda, 
Syn2gogne. In this Interval St. Peter, the 
coibltant Prolocuror of the Upper Colrdge, pro- 
poſes the Subſtitution of a Succeſſor ro 
the Apolilcſhip from which Tades by Tranſ 
greſhon fell, by 2 confaited Recommenda- 
tion of two fit Perſons unto God, -of which / 
tia the Divine Lot was to determine the 
Succeſfor; Here then being a Seſſion of E- 
levett Apoſtles ih an Aſſembly of 120 Dif 
ciples,. pucting them! all upon, Council and 
7 ion. for a Succeſſor to Judas, 

ir ly Eqcltſpafticil, 48.1, 
Lhope will L__— the DoRor; to be a 
Council, if ndr. 4 Synod EceleGaſtical , in - 
which can be no other (difference bur, ————_ 


that a Synod, is fo called in _ Of 5ynod and 
their Convening together from their ſeveral Condeil. 

nay fo tis mms yu 
Bat geſ/ion, hong y. After 
the Effufton_ of the ” Spirit , and the 
intjeaſe of the J-olog > ym "Acceſſion 
of both Jews and Greeks, the Greeks mur- 
awred aguinſt rhe Hebrews, that their Widows 


were 


between 2 


(52) 
A Council were neglefied in the daily Miniftr ations. - 
for the E-\ Whereupon the Twelve - called che multi- 
7 Deacons, fade of the Diſciples unto them, and'bid 
. them Recommend ſeven Men of honeſt Re- 
port, and full of che Holy Spirit, co whom 
chey might commir that Diaconate, by their 
Apoſtolick Impoſirion of Hands , which 
was done acccordingly. So here was a Meet- 
ing of Eccleſiaftical Perſons upon an Eccleſia- 
ftical Afair , and ſo a Matter of Synodical 
Polity, under Authority Apoſtolical, Atts 6, 
St. Cyprian Upon the Perſecation, which began in the 
faith, thir ſtoniag of St- Srephen, there followed a diſ- 
| nnigy 555 perfion of the Church from Fer»ſalem ; bur 
to Simi. they that were ſcattered abroad, went every 
Ep. 73. $8, Where preaching the Word, and Philip the 
Deacon, made a vaſt Converſion at Semana $ 
of which,when the Apoſtles which, were ſill 
at Feruſalem, heard, 'they ſent unto them 
Ai «> Peter and Fobn,colay cheir Hands upon them, 
AZ of Cm. for the Reception of the Holy Spiric. Here 
ciliar Autho- was moſt formally a 34/ion from theApoſto- 
fy. lick College 4 propagendd fide, of two the 
molt Eminenc of their Body, and was an 
AR of Conciliar Form, Authority, Govern- 
ment, and Communication, As 8. 14, 15, 
St. Peter ac- To the Authority of which Colege, in publick 
countab'e to Council, St. Perer himſelf was forced to give 
the Colieze an account at his recura ," for his having 
% *p>*>- Preached to, and Baptized the Gentiles, 
As 11.1,2, &c. Upon the ſame Perſecu- 
tion ſeveralpreached the Goſpel ro the Jews 
- alone, in Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch ; "in 
which laſt, . fome alſo. preached- to the 
| Greeks, 


(-53 ) 
Greeks, and turned great numbers of them 
to the' Lord z and when Tidings thereof 
came to the Church at Fers/a/en, they ſend ' 
forth Barnabas to. Amioch , which Miſſion 
muſt be ordered Conciliarly by the Apoliles, 
of which three only had departed from the 
Colledge, Peter, Fokbn, and Barnabasanmd "Peter 
had returned before this M5ſion of Barna- 
bas, As 11. tho' after Herod had killed 
the Apoſtle, James Major, and Impriſon- 
ed Peter to the ſame end, by the Conduct 
of an Angel, Peter went off a ſecond time, E1dersuider 
Atts 12. Nor were there only Apoſtles (till the Apoſtles 
preſiding at Jeruſalem, but Elders alſo under ! the Col- 
them, ro whom, when Harnabas and Sal (6-0 ere 
returned to give Account of their Miniſtry, © * 
they delivered the Collection made for the 
Brethren of Judeas, 4#s 11, 30. Which 
Elders were a ſecond Clerica! Order in thar 
ftanding Council. What the Twenty four -=_ 24 = 
Elders in the Revelation were particular- gen 1 
ly- intended to repreſent, 'tis not Material repreſented 
to Conjecure 3 'tis only obſervable here, as a College. 
that they are ' repreſented as in one Afſem- 
bly. hen ſome from Jade« came to 
Antioch, and Preached tc the Gentiles 
the neceffity of Circumciſion, and were 
Oppoſed - by Paul and Barnabas herein 
The Church there was reſolved to Con- 
ſale the Determination of the higheſt The college 
Authority , ' which then was in the College of Apcſtles 
of Apoſtles and Elders at Jeri/alem, who #4 Elders 
from that Metropolis, yer* jointly. and -Sy- 75/0/alems 
nodically Governed all Ecclefiaſtical Mat- authoriry. 

; rers, 


' he Seffion 
at Jeruſalem 
about Cir- 


tumciſion. 


ore 
. ceived by this Coledgr, and having given an 
Publick Aﬀdem- 


( 54) 
ters, needing their Determination, The 
cheref Antioch, being re- 


Account of their Afﬀairs in Pub: 
bly, certain of the believing Phariſees 
at Jeruſalem, nrged the neceſſity of Cir- 
Ro - Gentiles. agg the 
&s came ' together to 
conlider of this Mates > among whom - 
the Old Prolocutor , Peter firſt , next Pawl 
and Barnabas, and laſt of all James Afinor, 
( afterward probably the Biſhop of that 
Place, upon the diſperſion of the reſt 
A ) delivered their Senſes and Re- 
folotions for the Negative, in which the 
whole Council Acquieſced. And fo it pleg- 
ſed the Apoſtles, and Elders, and the 
whole Church, to ſend Synodice! Legates 


and Epiſtles to. the Gentile Churches in 


Antioch , Syria , and Cilicia, letting chem 
know , That it ſeemed good to the Holy 
Gho#t, and to Them , to lay wpon them v0 
more than four neceſſary Things , to abſtain 
from Meats offered to Idols , from Blood, 
from things ſtrangled , and wa Fornica- 
tion 3 aſſuring them withal , that thoſe 
Circumciſioniſts from Feruſalem, had not that 
in Lonnoſatent from the Coledge of A- 
poſtles and Elders; to impole the E 
of Circumcifion on theem. Whereby is 
imported, that that Council, or Colledge, 
had a Commanfing Power on AfG(ions- 
riesz tho' in vertue of that they had giv 
theſe Zealots, no fuch CircumciſingCom- 
mangiment. 
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fo formally Synodical, that af. 


mandment. This was fo yery formal a 9nd. 4frica- 
be and the Adcs and Concern there- na ad Cornel. 
N 


C) Þ. Ep. 


ce all $4. placult 


Syneds, Convened vpon Rekgions Quefti- rotis Spiritu 


ons and Debates, have Ge 


in preſcrip- Sar ſugge- 


tion from this, as their Plarform, or Ort /*"#*, & Po 


ginal Pattern. And yet the Dr. tells us, 
That whether thu were ſuch a Synod, as be avd 


mino per viſio- 
nes multas 
wanifefi as 


the Letter was then ſpeaking of, may veryyuſtly admeente, 


be dowbted, Now what fort of Synod the &c- 
Dr. intends his then Speech abcur, I cannot 
tell. 1f his General Defipiticn of a Synod 
will do, - this was certginly ſuch, as fully as 
ever any was; or if he means (ſuch a Syned 
as the Churches uſually were directed by x 
I am ſore he can find no effential Reaſon or - 
Form wanting But if he means cne of 
Hen. the Eight his Convocations, there in- 
deed we muſt fail bin. But ro ſucha 


- ones this, the Letter pretended no Divine 


Confſtitutico or Example ; 2nd therefore 
*ris not about {uch a Synod: Divine Right, 
that the Diſpute lies ; nor would the Dr. 
have oppoſed a Divine R3ehr , ro ſuch a 
Model, that would ſo «f:cually have 
Conſecrated his enflaving Eypetheſis. No, 
DO 3 *tis not this fort, for which che Lerrer 
lays Divjne Foundations ; but 'tis for foch 
a freedom of Synods , which cur Religi- 
ous Prince hath deprived us of. So thar 
the D:Qors Exception proper]y is, either 
that this of Fer»/alem was not 2n Fccle- 
Gaftical or Cancnical Council , or if it 
were , that it was not free and m—_—_ 

rom 


P+ 60s 


Elders of 

Aſia conve- 
ned from | 

Epheſus to 
* Miletws. 


© <2? 
from Civil. Coercion. - An exa&t Man here 
would have laid out all his force , and. have 
ſer forth on what ſort of Synod: the, De- 
bate is, with a deſcription of its Conſti- 
tuent Forms, in diſtinQion from others, to 
have been as accurately deſcribed. Nor 
will a Man's baſte, nor avocations 
ſuch Omiffions , by which  Divines,. Seu- 
dents, and Learners may be blindly led 
into dangerous Errourss Which defe&, 
therefore , I hope, he will (apply in the 
next Edition , and Vindication of his Book. 
But. to go on; The Elders of. the Church 
of Aſia, being together at Epheſus, ( as the 
Biſhops and Deacons were at Philippi, Phil. 
I. I. ) were all Convened by' St. Paul to 
Miletus , to receive his Apoſtolical Order 
againſt thoſe ravening Wolves, chat ſhould 
ater his departure, ariſe, to pervert , the 
people from the -Faith, and to draw Diſci- 
ples after them ; againſt whom he bids them 
Watch, taking beed unto themſelves, and to the 
Flock, of which the Holy Ghoſt had made 
them Biſhops; viz. the whole Charch of 4 
under the Aectropolis of Epheſws., And can 
we think, that this was a precept of ſepa- 
rate watches, and not rather common and 
united Cares, there being many of chem fix- | 
edin that one Provincial Church of 4ſ«? But 
if they were obliged ro joyat Cares. it muſt 
be by joynt Counſels, and ſuch will juſtify, 
and require Conferences, and Synods, there- 
unto, ſuch as even this at Miletus was, being 
# Meeting of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons upon an Eccle- 
fiaftical 


*5 0 Suw.*  : EE x ww T7. 
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which Timorby was 
an Eccleſiaftical Can 
as quadrates with the Drs. Deti- 


Se. P 
(as. that. of Corintb:, wherein no doubt 


there was an Hierarchical College ) either 


in Perſon, or by Deputy, upon Epiſtle, or 
Mandate; and thereby deliver wicked Men 
over unto Satan , when out of the Pro- 
region of - Gods Grace, in- the Commy- 
nion of the Church ; ſo does begive order 
to Biſhops, by him Conſtiruced, -thus to 
govern all inferior Orders by Judicial , 
icipline 3-to the Authoricy whereof, as 


every Biſhop has a Divine Right, fo all Prebyters 
Biſhops, _ that haye not the miraculous Spi- ©f Gouncl 


rit of diſcerning, do need- many times a 
Comnncil of their- , as to aſhſt their 
Antbority, and greaten the Solemn'ty, fo ro 
adviſe them .in Cafuiſtical aod Doubtful 

ions, in order to2 Juſt and Convin- 
cing. ination, where as fingle and 


uncodſulted-Procecures, as they are liable Uocooſulted 
to many OE IISNn, ſo do they lye Proccdures. 


open 


S 3. Beſides--in Judicial: Proceſſes ; as st. Pays 
al did paſs Cenfures in the moſt fo- Cenfures- in 
lemn and publick Conventions of Churches, P-blick- 


therefore 
iccivco copio- Of 2 diſorder 


and of Divine Right, as well as Apeſtolitat = 


vinculo copu- Canon, ;'» Op 
is ex collegio noftre herefin facere oy gregem Chrifti lcerare (y vaſture 
Angaveris) hubveniant cateri | 


c&4reri. 


ll — __—_ 
cn 
——— 4 


CHAP.VL 


Of Cathedral Synods, is the three firft Cent 
TIES, and their Authority, . 


andrian Library , be wor- 

thy the Complaint of ” the Chriſtian 
Workd, I leave to the Judgment of the 
Curious, and Admiters of the Heathen 
Rarities, But, tho" tlie bulk of thoſe . 
Chriſtiaa Monuments , which are-loſi 
ia the Calawities of the three firſt Gen- * 


turiesy 


=? » "TY I ATS. 


þ 


we cat other 
Authors, 4 want 
of their Teſtimonies about 
Matters 'Ecclefiaſti CONVINCES. Us, 
that the' | buY one of the 
greateſt Misfortupes'and Damapes, that 
we havereaſon tobewail from the Ruins 
of time. And as the enjoyment of 
thoſe Memorials would have given 


greater Authority to our Dodrines , 
and Uſages, which the ignorant or 


wanton World , now controverts, {0 


Pry we had Bad thence a vaſt 
gh in the Matter before US, CONCET- 
mg the DofFrive , Authority, Forms, 
s, ſes and Fenergtions of = "oy 
Tut rue 5 , elpecially in the Vo- 
lumes of their Ads and Epiſtles , of 
which vey little now remains in the 


Wentings that are preſerved. 
$ 2. However, notwithſtanding theſe prec-yteri 
invaluable Loffes, yet fo much appears unde the 


in what we have left us, chat every © 
iſhoprick was a Polity , conſiſting of __ 
| with- bis Subordigate - Preſ. 
yeers" and 'Neacons, to uit, Ad- 


/- {60 ) 


peroplitans not only'fo.z but. that Biſhops were vos |} 


Primates. (cit ntoProvincalSyſtems,nnder thi 
Priority of their Metropolitans and Pri- 
mates, chiefly in the Sees'of Apeſtoli 
cal Foundation ; - and above-all orhers, 
that . of ' Jeruſalem over the'' Churches 
of the Circtmciſion , till che laſt Ruin 
of the Jews, and thar City under Adri- 
an, and Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch 
in the Gentile World. 


* $ 3. To offer proofs for this to the 
Dr.” or any proteſſed Member of the 
Church of Englagd y is an 

and impertinent Trouble. © And' the 
more needleſs, becauſe the ''Truth 
thereof has - been: made illuſtriouſly 
appear. in many. Volumes , written 
for the Epiſcopal Hierarchy , againſt 
all : its Modern Eneinies , of what | 
CharaFey 'or 'Extrattion ſoever, -But 
ſome little Stri@ares and Notices, that 
may more: appoſitely quadrate with 
--» the Matter, of the tent Debate, I 
- muſt beg the Doctor his patience to 

admit, 

'$ 4 And firſt concerning the State 
of | Sees * Epiſcopal , it is not only evi- 
be = =_ were' in the Suc- 
cefhion from the Apoſtkes,Pregbyters un- 
Yor the wt if' the See os _ 
ut 


( (*81))) 
\. theſs' were Concorporated' i 
PERS aca] to the 
r Biſhopricks 
ta chi in this Age gives us the 7i& 0% 
cleareſt —_ of the —— ee Cell 
Jewatius the "Mar 2 Fives 
like' of theſe Conciliar Colledges, rs 
he; "on that very Notion , colleQive- 
ly calls Presbyteries. Had he only 
named them Plurally and Maſculine- 
ly Alders', 1 could not have laid 
much Streſs upon it ; but when 
he calls them , as in one Syſfem, 
neutrally a Pret tery , and a Sync- 
driuty or Council, this convinces &- 
wy Man, that 4dmits the Mediceas 
Copy | for Genuine, ( wherein they 
are ſo' Stiled ) that they were a 
Council for the See , or Biſhoprick, 
ented and Recommended by this 
as' a Polity of - Di- 


' . vine Conſtitation. - | Thus af Rok. fe bw. - 
he ſuggeſts ro the Epbeft- __ (1.6 
ans, \that” an obedience to ,,*> 


their Biſbop and the Preſ- 7 bm In nnd. 
byrery', is neceſſary to their | 
SanRification 3 which therefore muſt 
ſuppoſe / a Diyinely © Inftitured Sub- 
jeQion._ hereto 1, 'as/ to an Ordinance 
of Divine Authority, no Humane 
| E.3 Coa- © 


iy, with 
Sdiſmanicks, muſt returri 
in order | to the © remiſſion” 7; 
of their Sins. So thatſuch a | Pſendepig 
IflewofPrechyreris itrevery rn 
rick appears, by this 


e, becauſe they are joe 
lly ſet with rhe BiGop and thePre/- 
theſe Rules of Hierarchical Diſc EM 


Oy aceording w tho g/g 'F 


VR 
forms of thgſe Synods of St. Cypriany 
which generally contained the Deacons 
as well as Presbyters gathered together 
in the face of the whole Church, in af- 
fairs that did concern all the - Orders 
thereof, of which more will be ſpoken, 
when we come to particulars, -.  - 

$5.Nor were they only of Counſel and 

Sub-Society to the Biſhop while-che See 

was full, but they were a Conncil for 

the Yacant Biſboprick during the  Inter- 

val, to.inſp:&t and condu@ the publick 

ſtate thereof, and to. give , and - receive 

Letters of Communion between;other 

Churches. For tho' in the Vacancies 

Presbyters were not. able. todo all Epiſ 

copal Offices in their own Right, as Ordi- 

nation,. Anathematizing, Abſolution, Wc; 

yet all things preparatary hereunto were 

in their power, as Examination, be - 

lation, Suſp:nfion, [njantions "of | Pe- 

ance, Gtc. a which the vacant Biſhop - 

rick was to beCanonically Subjeft'and 

Obedieat, reſerving higher Procedures 

to the higher Auttiorities of, either the 

neighbouring Biſhops, at the preſent, or 

In. adRom, their proper Biſhop next ro ſucceed. For 
Mmund'sr: i 75 w- tho 1gnatize tells the Romans, 

yo due 7 695inie: that his Church in .Syrje-a 
ro "o Ky* * Antioch, had.now ng "1 
riſh, 


£ + > 


Shrift, and Chrif brly for 
her Paſtor and Biſbop; yet 
in-that aſcribed to him ſent 


_ his own Aztiochians, he 
thePresbyters to "feed 
= ck,tfll God ſhould give 


them a Govemour, and the 


p69 8uTHy 
moiuas yell T0 <a Vpiv thn 


view, ts &Zyad ty 6 0 SE 
+ whow]e, dpxew dawd 
20 le wlurterig 

mis 640 ts 
mi; bs =Y 


— 


People mm the mean tirne to be ſubje to 


the Presbyters and Deacons. 


And-tho' 


this is indeed an Apocriphal Epiſtle, yet 
it is an unexceptionable Canon ſpecifi- 
ed in it, and far from an Impoſture; 


that the 
Laity in the Vacancy. So 
in his Epiſtle to the Church 
at Philippz, then, as it feetns, 
without a Biſhop, (for other- 
wiſe the Canon required 
him to have mentioned him 
in the firſt place) dires 
the Presbyters ro be Merci- 
ful, Viſtters of the Needy, 
Converters of them that Err, 
forbearing Wrath, Partiality, 
Unjuſt Judgment , Severi- 
ty, &c.. the Laity to be ſub- 
je& to them. —And when it 
ſhall be conſidered, thar in 


ſhould ' Govern the - 


Polycarp 


Polycarps ad Philip- 
pens charges the New 76 
691, that is, the Laity, 
& 24 3 me/]ay Th 
TWy , \2gv7 cond os Toi 6 
7 pk: 76 UTE; \ Naxoroug—- 
xy of Tge ByTen donna] 
Y vb 6Þr5 pigoy[es Th Tie 
TFAAVHUEYE , nnT7T9- 
{Ko mey]2s deJevets, wa 
4 WAI/lag WE26z I oggare, 
" Til, Vide Cypr. 
Ep.36. & 7 x ua roi 
GYMS » TEjowrnannl ts , 
xermies ads U2xeGs 
ovJes mio QAeg Wot a" 

Tet x55 m5 dar]: 5 x7! 
Ws * 14th 470401 on fre 
ou, &c. 


theſe/days the ſeveralPresbyrer; had not. 
ſeveral Congregations apart to them- 


ſelves, but were all ove common Coledge 
F 


over 


over one People in every Sec,and theRule, 
of the Government and Obedience ſetun; - 
this Epiſtle, is to the Elders in commog 
without any diſtributive appropriation,it 
will then be as clear, that they were a 
Council tor the Church 1nthe Vacancy,as 
# Council to the Biſhop in. the Plenarty.z. 
To which the expreſs Teſtimonies. of 
the Epiſtles reciprocated between 
Biſhops and: Vacant Sees, under the 
Conciliar Conduft of the Clergy , 
| Cler. Rom. Glero, Car- are | full and CONVINEMNS. 
thas. int. Epiſt. Cypr. Ez. ' Thus the Clergy at. Rome 
3.4 7. & cum inconbet writing under- their Vacans 
eſſe, is ode. cy to the C | af Car- 
dire gregem, Ofc. ſpoken thage under the. abſence 
0: the Clergy of both of St. Cyprian , looked. up.. 
"m9 on it. as a daty, incumbent, ' 
upon them,in theabſence or want. of the; 
Biſhops, to lupply their places; in what 
their Order would admit, in the: cuſtody: 
of the Flock. And they therefore; having 
received Letters from the Clergy. of Car+ 
tbage of the Receſs of: St. Cyprean the. Bi- 
ſhop by Clement the Carthaginian Sub- 
Deacon and Meſlenger, . back- this, 
. their Epiſtle by their Agent Baſtanus 
". hid, Harum literarum. £9 the Clergy of Carthage, 
exeinplum ' ad gquoſcung, and deſired them. to: com- 


poteritis tranſmittere per - s 

dineay occaſimes, Ge. nid,, POPICAte It , by. all means 
Cyp. ad Cler. Ep. 6.52, and opportunities.. poſlible, 
TO EE ar a er 


toother Churches: Which were plainly 
. ats'of Form andNature Conciliar, and 

ſuch asthey looked on asmatter of Duty, 

and not Prudence only. 'Fis true,where 

Biſhops were only abſent,it may be pre+ 

fumed,. that the Presbyteries did att by 
 thedireRion of theAbfent Bz- 

; but then-itis 25 certain, y;2H 4 ers 29: 6: 
that the Abſent B iſhop wasCa- gerendaea, que adminiftra- 
nonically obliged 16to Autho- 793/7099s dept. wid 
rize,or Concede that vicarions © © * 
adminiſtration, which they upon their 
own Right before ſuch'a&tual Commiſii- 

3 my_ _ z —_ the difobe- - 

tence of ſome pro - ana 
{orstothe arberity and Con- N05 
duQof the. Deacons and Preſ- 4 Piaconis aut prechyteris * 
byrers, that occaſioned St. Cy- "© 
prians ſixth Epiſtle to Authorize rheCler- 
gy,iliat could: ſafely ſtay at Carthage un- 
der-thic then Perſecution, - in his Stead, 
Nameand conceded 'Authoriey, to carry 
oty/ the Ecclchiaſtical Adminiſtrations. 
Which: was-not rhe firſt Original of the 
Glergies Authority in the abſencc of the 
Biſhop, bur a valid and+ doub- a 26d hn 
ling Confirmation, or expreſs $2 Prechterk 
ratification of that Antecedent Diaconibus non defuit 'Sa- 
Authority of theClergy,which on Sons 
the exorbitant took upon weftra diligentia repreſen: 
them, for want of the Biſhops **- | 
: ſe F 2 Pre- 


in the Abſenfe, as the Death of a Biſhop; 


| Preſencego deſpiſez there being the ſaine | 
reafon, tho' not the ſaine degree of Want” 


and the 7. ta vacancy of the See there- - 


upon. And therefore,tho'in the denyin 

Communion to Gaius Diddenfis a Preſ- 
byter, ' and his Deacon, | without his 
antecedent Sentence, only on the Coun- 


. Cyp. Ep. 28. ad Cler. 
Integre & cum diſciplina 
feciflis, =— quod conſilis 
collegarum meorum , qui 
praſentes erant, Gaio Did- 
denſi presbytero; & Dia- 
rono ejus , cenſuſtis nm 
communicandum. 


ſel of ſome of Sr. Cyprians 
fellow Biſhops, they ated 
on their own Authority, yet 
are they commended by St. 
Cyprian, as having ated 
with great: Integrity \ and 


according, to the Rules of 
Ecclefiaſtick Diſcipline; It a $ 
then that by a Primitive and Catho- 


lick Polity, founded at leaſt upon Di-_ 


vine Right, if not Precept, where- 


ever Epiſcopal Sees were fully fixed; 


there was alſo a Council of Presbyters, 
with Deacons and Officers nnder them, 
for the Condu&t of the Biſhoprick ; 
and, upon Abſence or Death of the 


Biſhop, for Synoedical Communications 


#* 


with other Churches. © . © a 
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I 6-Which being pee eſtabliſhed, ie may 
not be amiſs to confider ſome of thoſe pro- 
cedures, in which the Primicive Biſhops 
were wont to convene their Clergy; in 
which I tmean them alone in one Dioceſs, 
without the aggregation of other Biſhops for 
the Government of affairs. And firſt, if 
any Perſon under bis Biſhop promoted new, 
or falſe Dorines in Religion, this became 
matter for the Care of the Biſhop, and the 


Counſel of his Clergy, 


and-many times the 


preſence of the Laity infected, or in danger 


of infetion. Thus in the Arſ- 
noite Region under the Primacy of 
Alexandria, one Coracion had dil- 
ſeminated the DoQrine of Nepos 
(an Egyptian Biſhop) concernin ; 
2 Carnal Millennium, which ha 


Teachers in the preſence of al 
 Laity, that had a mind to 'be 
there, "and 'tq have a paoblick 

Diſcuffion 'of that DoRrine of 


effully in the Converſion 
Coracion, the Ringleaders of the 
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JAlillenaries. 


them, 
Cypr. 44 Cler. Ep. to. 


$ 2. Nam cum in minori- 
bus peccatis agant peccato- 
Fes penitentiam juſto tem + 
pore, of ſecundum diſcipli- 
ne ordinem ad exomolegeſin 
veniant, & per impyſitio- 
nem mans Epiſcopi 
Cleri j1u5 communicationis 
accipiunt 5 nunc crudo tem- 


Men from Errors be Divine, and Copyorats- 
ons of Clergy-Men by their, Biſhop be neceſſs- 
ry or Expedient thereto, (as 'twas inthis caſe) - 
it follows, that ſuch Synods under a-Biſhop 
are of Divine Right, and 'tis as much the Bi- 
ſhops Dijvive Amthority as Nuty to convene 


If then Authority to Convert 


$ 7. Another Inſtance of Con- 
vening the Clergy by their Bi- 
Hogg nent &, wee for IF 
conciling itents 
Impoſition of Hands of the Bi 
ſhop and Clergy, upon Confe 
fion firſt made publick| before, 
in order to a recovery of the ri 
of Communication Feplefefical 


_ 


pore | —— Offertur nomen and Exchariftical, as _, or = 
— A —_— p?ni- Cenſure of ſuch as 
melges FTW 14 ſumptuouſ] procarly violate t 
manu eis ab - Epiſcopo oy Orr Union, and Dilc cip gan, 
Clero impoſita, Eucbariflia ts burch, and fo erigat: 
ills datur. wid. Ep. 11. ons 7 t Clergy, or 1 eſs 
.Y 1+ Ep. 12. SI. . All which are Acts pane pa 
lid. $ 4. Aturi & grounded upon the Awthoric Hol . 
. 9nd Nur, (the Biſhop Ho  Bibop.and the Reaſon 
ad Clergy) & apud ton- boch 
fefſores —C auſam ſuam, _. which bereio molt 
em conmun? cajita_ ſuch they were then meet 
0 
Er proximos gm - þ Hen the) th A "ny  foen 
0 cam Presbyteris 
Co Soribus leBores dil in ae 
groter proberem. may be gi de _ 
the ts, one might {w 
this chapter to a amo hee, n is ne- 
Celfary 3 ; but 
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2re unconteſtable and appoſite evidence ,'I 
leave theſe Presbyteries cheir Divine Pow- 
ers. 0n their ou Divine 'Fomenions, as 
proceed to fecond- fort 0 piIcopa 

_ or Provincial Synods. 
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Of Epiſcopal and Provincial Synods in the 
three firſt Centuries, \and their - Au- 


thorny. 


$1 THAT there were Synodical Coft- 
4 i yentions,” and Provincial Councils 
_ Bj 2nd ſuch Pre:byters under them as 
pps brought with them, or called to 
Lata inthe Firſt Centuries, on not I ſup- 
poſe be denied by any owner of Epieopch, 
and (the Volumes of 'the Antient Far 
So that our & ets] bein is not into,. or 


concerni 1Qual being, but their Fre- 
: quency, a | Uſes for which 
they were wont fo ſo* vigorouſly ro 


aſle 
þ.2. And firlt «s to their gene- * 


gae'ty altivra queg; incommine trattantur, Go ipſa repreſentatio 
Tar Oni Ebrifh kr ani magna veneratione celebratur. Wor be 


Epiſe, os ad os Keel. 


» Ecel. i ML & f. Co $. 
Countries, 
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4 Tertallian, the moſt Tertull.” De 7ejun. A- 
-, enticnt of-all-oat Latin Authors, Þ els oe Wage 
cells us; that cthr& all the Greek exmurſ Kr is 


tt cancer ad Chrifttum ? ——— Corvent#s autem 
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mand or precept convened our of | 
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matters were trea and'30 
them y yore Hs the Chriſtian hy 
rater ſolemnly celebrated , ic being the 
higheſt RE en et to be cot 
/ ſevere 
ome Faſtings for the of 
them. Where we ſee be afſerts the practice 
be of and 


| ich tis inſeparably concomitant. 
Not toes the Daqniry ow: bat the necefficies 
of affairs alſo recommend or enforcetheex- 
erciſe, as well as hs - of ths Folic, 
and that in great 
$3: To the vices whceend 1 will nor 
/ hob ration gap) yr 
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ances) 
Obſervation 


Fenerur, wut ad ordinationes 
rit! celebrandss ad cam 
plebem, cui Prepoſitus or- 


| abi ation exemplum ponies 


in elefione Sabin vice Ba« 


filids, tc. 


pe 
ormity 3 for mu» 
Aſiiſtances with Siſter- 
ſures in matters of 
| cipline on Sinners, ei- 
ho: Fen; or after their Re- 
penance, and bertcularyy | tho @ thy lapſed 
try. p of * Zuſcs. E. A. 
BP in Hei yo» he he Dove L. 6.c. 33 
now prefideth over the City CHALE'D 
hs gp Jho aith was like to be di- fe hm pry 
_ e broken, there met a & Seleuc. 
Pibps in Which Origen reclaim- _ ; Hun. Mes 
t Paulus S amoſatenus and Sa- ? > 
, Councils convened againſt 21... 5 = 
We Novatian Schiſm began ro /ſeb. E. Hil.6. 
of the Church at Antioch, c. 46. 
p of Tarſss in Ciliciz with _ 
Provicials » Firmilian of: Cappadocia, 
Theoftiftns of Paleſtine [Bax eros Dionyſi w Mo ,_ 
Alexandria to. meet in Synod at Lntioch, =- 
repfeſs Nopatieniſe, which Schiſin gave oc- 
allog a to many Synods 1 4frica, as did Cy. Ep, 4r; 
m. alſo of Felkiſiang, who with $ 1,2. £p.45; - 
ls Cooplices attempted to ſer up: Foreuna- 5 2s 2. Ep. +52. 
þ thi af Carthage. When the varying.Caſtoms } X > Y 
COReC the acknowle reaſons c Op. 42: Ss. 
ccleliaſti> Zp. 55. $ i, 
Churches, they 2 Ep. 4% 
were * * 


op ner 7 
ha, wnerea m_—_— 
mity repreſſ:xd not. oaly Schifin it « ail 
the occafions of it 3. bur if, not, yet the dit-, 
ferences of their Canonical Reſolves by:ver- 
tue. of theſe Conferences were. - preven- 
ted from creating breaches in. Com. 
—_ TY an Peace had been violated 
any haſty Pafhon or Prejudice, things 
were generally healed by theſe Synodical 
commerces- Thus in the time of Pope 
Euſeb. E. H. Vittor Synods were held about Eafter- 
$6234. day in order to an Macemity, which not 
+hazin, Exif, DEINS tO be procured all 0 Rant 
87. Church, Yi#or broke he Comminian-bay 
Cyp. cam col- tween his Church and the Charchgs'of 4fis. 
le; "R ” under Polycrates Metropolitan of Epbeſus ;- 
20-572, Pur the other Churches would by no means 
$1, 2. £>. endure a Rupture of Peace gpon a di 
23.$1,3- Of exterior uſages. . So the Queſtion of Re- 
Ep. 75- , baytization from Herefie was Conciliarly de- 
pm 417, ermiued different ways in ſeveral 
Dow. Ales, Without any breach of Catholick Communi- 
ad. Xyſt. Pap. on, till Pope Stephew began the Rupture with 
ap Euſ. E. H. the African, Phbrygian, G alatien, Cilicien,atid 
E7. Ag 6 C appadocian Cnchota which yet other 
© 7 09-7 Churches would. by no means conſent to 
Z». 59.5 1, Each Cliurch-determi acc to its 
&c. beſt Judgment, Rules, and Cuſtoms 3. b - 
ON. F-4 62, moſt moegey ys cre in the mudſt 
"7414 £01 gy, 10, eep the Unity 
' 3/-33.5 2. in the Bond of Peace. © Uniy of Si 
Ep. 42+) 5+ | Afrieey 
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caſti conzre- Bat bow, ig in; 
prohibi 
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cenda , ſed maſt have _— LIE 
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Informations and Petitions F410 

if the Dr. had ſet it'thus; That ſach 

as the Prince (hall by Law require -Þ 

of to be given co himſelf, EY poennice 

iatharc bell, in 2oy, or every place, in order 


Leave not TtOlrave cob give Ven or Sh po AC- 
neceſſary to role eo] aped5 wh + he- ſpoken 
_ mach 'motEcorrecfy;' For in ſuch Cale *tis 
Ten gs i applicuton ſhould be made, 

ogy of | 


pan Fng | 


( 193.) 
6s, but inſtead 
a= begs po par 7s 


: ro of thieir" 
| = which == bave been 2 
m_— procure leave, but petſecution) nor 


the irteligious Law of Prohibi- 
Heathen Princes fet them ſuch a 
Rule of Leave and Licenſe, there is no doubt 
barthe Chriſtians would have gratefully ac- 
» and as conſtantly have obſerved it, 
d have giyenall manner of ſecurity for their 
ne From whence it follows, That 
wn hrye rom 5 Fon. rot and pointed 
'0nN Neceſſary 
m_ and k Divine Right, were Nyulluies 
to-the Precept, and Tyrannies as. eo the 
, and that Severity , which the - 
»'f duces/as a Weight of Authority, does Cyp. Ep. 25- 
nothing ele but reproach their Crn- $ 2. Humanis 
| - 4 was it then that Tertulian ſo © a 1 
ſagaciouſly knew > Was ir, that the Chri- (77726 
ſtians deſerved the Cenfure of thoſe Laws, nes Pro- 
Jan ang well as all moor or Fink Ad- dentium Pe- 
hihum anity and Im- !iſtepbanin. 


apud certos deDei 
Summueg, futurt judicii 
prejudicium eft ſuguis i 
deliquerit, upt c 

catione oration (fy conven- 
tits (y omnis ſan#i com- 

- merciirelegetur. Prafident 
probati queq; Seniores Fc. 


* The Church a Society 
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Ulnconteſted Clim' of z' Divine Authority | 
inthe Church, forthe rce fiſt Centucts? 
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' $2. And il, it le = Sy wronn = —_ Y 
: Nt boriey by 
P ſe jp£.0s Chri- 
wo = and i not fit that they 
| Id ſoffer any Dimingcion by that, where- - 
s - by the World receives ſo vaſt a Benefic. . 
f But becauſe this alone is not like to give con- 
BM reac, we will fum you up the A aw ap of 
. B Dr. Wakes; taken fron o8r Crown here, an 
a" 4 aſcribed: y.to-all other Sovereign Nom 
k KF ces, ptof LO. what, v here , 
e | and whenloey \\ 
bd BM - -$ 3. By the Submilfionsf that moſt Holy, The Ten 
M- Undekied, Huobled and Orthodox Convor of the Sub- 
* c__ EDEES faid St. ) Fete Cirg ts 
MN 'Y te thereupon, it is fixed, © o 
0 that 'our Comvecariont are hot to convene 
| oy > the Writ, tiof attempe to 4 
G. mulge, or Execute. any. 
; "Oe: - without ozal Licenſe, &c: 
ck WF this being but an Afﬀirmance of an- Antece- 
oth? 


dent Rightar Comman Lay, which the Dr. 
Hz _ deduces 


none y beyond | 
2nd Lodges itin the very formal Ri 
Reaſon of i the Carli Ma 
ding hereby all pollible hopes 


relief from our owe 


ding all our old l d Franchiſes, our 
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of he Chriſtian Magiſtrate, the 
Church has no inberent Right or 
Authority, to convene in Synods, 
but what it derives from the ex- 

op of the Chriſtian 


2. — Su that be Price, and 
of Cong a OS 
entiays 3. bis Hou 


wel Ph 
| oz 3 ano hall atom, 


Copchala' os 
of Doctrine 
ſoever. 


$. P* 443539 $43 71+ 


Prince may Ratify., © F to 86, 133. 
ilate,or Alter all their As yo! iN. 
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and | 
*7. Suſpend the Execution of 7: »- #5 to 89, 125, 


Sentences x 
8. The! Auboriry of their Ads 8. p. 288. 
entirely and only his z and 


9. That no $ hath Right &- p- 77 to79. 
7 to "iſſtve its ſelf, withour the 
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F. Kings Liceoſe. 
here we may Note, that all cheſe are 
Articles of all choſe Liberties and 


Authorities of the Church under the Chriſti- 

an Princes, which ſhe claimed of Divize and 
UnconteFted Right, under Heathen Powers, for 

the three firſt Centuries of Chriſtanity, im- * 
mediately loſt, and to be ſwallowed up of , 
Prince, *as ſoon as he commences Chri- 

flian. it is neceflary to look ro ” 
the bottom of chis Matter, upon which the | 
; Dr. builds this overthrow ofall the Charcher 


. feated in the Sub and Equit 
Y* ferent the frond derived from the Gove: 
'Y ral and Uniform Claim and Praftice of al 
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The Drs. Ar- 


gaments 


from Rea- 


ſon. 


190 7» 


|| P- 44- 


F: VEL 


T p- 18: 


' them. Now here 


64.4 As fo fe fer pies, 
' whic would. m 
convincin { moſt rity, 


not colle&ed them into any 

Seton, in order toa ſet i! - arp of bis. 
Principles,as it had been to have been with'd; 
bur only by light touches and glances here 
and there, ſeldom and confuſedly Interſper- 
ſed, given us little ip and igtimations gf 


he has be- 
ſpoken our excuſe chat his haſt and 
interfering Avocations, would not allow him 
to be 'exat. Buthereupon, to ſet things off 
in the cleareſt light and view'T can, I will 
corrade thoſe Raaſons, on which he Bottoms 
the Right of Chriſtian Princes to theſe Au- 
thorities: Theſe are therefore of two ſorts; 
one relating to thewelfareof the Church ; the 
bs to that of the Civil Stare. 

6. And firſt,with relation torhe Church, 
the ad. FTIR is the Gaardien of it, | 
conſequently : Supream: Governour 10 

ns co that Prorefion, which, the Church 
expects or enjoys from-him, * and that ſuch 
Synods "5x up may m— ny 2h] rg a 

y, 1a reference to the C:yyil State, 

a-plenitade of Regai Power over Ecclefia- 
ſlical Synods, is nec to the ends of Civil 


$42, 87, jou1ng wage 9 C and Peace, panticu'arln to pre- 
20, 73; 32” vent in them Proceedin 
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_ H 4 hereupon 


 Promulge, or Execute any Thing or Ordinance, 
without our Ratification's who cam, of Right. 

Annul, Reſcind, Vacate or Alter all, or any 
* Thing you ſhall do in Synod, which only © of 
© Council t0 ws in the Conduf#of the Church, 
* which we protet, being. wholly dependent on 
© 4; and in 087 bands, its Conciliar Atts being 
. ly ours, and ol their Y atidity from our 
© Imperial Authority» To this we require your 
* Synodical Submiſſion, on fear of 4 Premunire 


© ont an Edit of Premwire, upon all the Clergy 
e pay wartv oem herd nearly fox 
© our Eccleſiaſtical Headſhip or Supremacy. Yet 
as odd as this ſounds in all Chriftian Ears,* 


more : likely to prote& us, than an 
Alien, and has _ liar aQually Federal, 


Obligation by his iim, 0 Ts 
n_ncoly Peri enero is pow+ 
but ſo is every private Chriſtian too ; 
tis poſſible for a "Chriſtian Prince to 
. omit this Care, or to be diſabled in ir, while 
elſewhere, the Humanity of an Heathen 
Prince'may do more for ic voluntarily, with- 


Chriſtianity 3 -and 


abject bony 
' or otherwiſe 
Synagogues now are'in 
Pilrimage) "which they, chat 
to, may oppreſs under 
3p A wry that -is 


the Right of ProteQion 
y upon the Law © 
equally bound 
| Rights of the 


Innocent , and conſequently thoſe ;of the 

Chriftian Church; ſo that the Right and Rea- 

of our proteion under. Princes, is not 

Founded in their Chriftianiry,but the Churches 
Innocency, and the Right She has to the Rejal 

Pulp & inooing goo good bya by any Acts, or 
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diſkquitics 3 nat 3 Nor. can ck niches, or en- 
forced Protect e the Protector .an 
Ecc! ical Heaglhip o overall thoſe Syſtems 
of different Religions, to a& them all,” as 
Dr. Wake. allows them to A the 
becauſe there is no Right bottomed upon 
Error, ( See Chap. 1. Se. 5.) and Ln 
many times they are exempt from-his Juriſ- 
cots as inthe Chappels of 
and F Factories, whoſe ProteQtion i is 
hong Sobes 7 upon a ſuppoſed pobbeney; of of 
Truth but upon che Reaſons of Commer 
and N tg. 
ut if che Dr. (ſhall here make Pro- 
eco only to conlilt in an Incorporation of on 
the Church into the State, and her Canons 7" * = 
into the Laws, as this is quice another thing t<&ioo. 
from bare Protection, and thought. ro be 
of a more tranſcendent Elevation 3 fo ic will 
then appear,” that none of the Chriſtian Ro- 
man Ar» > ſo ioftare the Church, 
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